INTRODUCTION

When we speak to educated people about German
National Socialism, we generally encounter two opinions,
The one is that the German people has been overwhelm-
ed by a gang of criminals, and need only be freed from
them in order to re-enter the ranks of civilised nations.
This view is doubtless, from every standpoint of history
and philosophy, absurd, and would be rejected by almost
every German too. And so only the other opinion can
be right, namely that a phenomenon like Hitler cannot
be pure chance but must have some relation to the
German character.

Even this, however, does not explain much, and it
is impossible to offer any explanation at all as long as we
regard National Socialism as a special problem or puzzle,
and not as what it actually is: a living phase 'of the
German people which was ever there in nuce; which has
never at any moment of the history of the German-people
ceased to exist, and which has but found expression in a
particularly pure form in the sphere of politics today.
Formerly we often heard'the view that the German-people
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